i9o                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
attentive, and at present so satisfactory in every way that Lloyd calls them the 'twin angels.1 He says they recall some Scripture characters, but is not quite clear which; Shadrach and Meshach, perhaps, though in that case there must be an Abednego still undiscovered to complete the set, unless that one has been broken! . . . There is one great trial here, from which every one suffers at times ; no sooner have one's servants learned their work and put by a little money, than an inevitable restlessness comes over them, and they must be off on a malanga, or journey. It may be only a sort of pleasure-trip, from which they presently return ; but quite as often they remove entirely and settle down somewhere else, until the desire for a malanga comes over them again. We have just parted in this way with c Tomassie,' our handsome Fijian boy, and Helena, his wife; they have gone to Tonga, and there is no saying whether or not they will return. Meanwhile in Helena we have lost our washerwoman, and have now to send all the clothes down to Apia, a plan which suits fairly well in the dry season, but would be impossible in the wet. Before that time, however, we may have seen our way to some other arrangement.
I am not sure if I told you that I have a new horse, and am so glad to feel myself independent
again.    Mr. C------ bought himself a stronger
and faster beast for his heavy work, and was